FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA

GoniectingPoint ™

The Place to Be on Wednesdays is...

Wednesday Nights Alive! at First United Methodist Church. WNA! begin this year on September 7. Start a good habit
this fall by spending your Wednesday nights with your church family. You will find lots of radical hospitality from FUMCT
friends. There will be many opportunities for intentional faith development for all ages and stages. Our youth will be led in
passionate worship. Our children will be involved in risk-taking mission, and our small group leaders will be living out
faithful service. In short, Wednesday Nights Alive! are sort of like "Sundays" in the middle of the week. They provide a
great way to stay connected to God and to your church family just as your week is starting to seem long. We have some
changes in our schedule for this fall, so please see page 6 for details. Read on for some special things to look forward to
for this fall.

Dinner in Chitwood Hall:  The dinner hour will be expanded this year. We'll serve dinner beginning slightly later from
5:00 p.m. until 6:40 p.m. We hope this will give more time for working families to arrive and have dinner together. Dinner
menus will be posted at www.fumct.org/wednesday each month so that you can check them out before you come. We'll
also be running slideshows during dinner each night showing you all the small group options that are open and coming
soon.

For Children:  Junior Agents In Mission  for preschool children and Mission Possible Kids are back for Kindergarten
through 3rd grade. The children participate in hands-on mission projects and learn the importance of helping others.
Souled Out is back for 4th and 5th graders who share fellowship, Bible study, and mission experiences. Kindergarten-5th
grade have a new and exciting experience this fall. They'll have the option to participate in Kid's Worship Arts (K.W.A.)
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grade have a new and exciting expe'rience this fall. They'll have the option to participate in Kid's Worship Arts (I{W.A.)
from 7:00-7:30 p.m. and begin preparing to participate in a Christmas musical to be presented on December 14.

For Students: Alliance Student Ministries ~ will begin every Wednesday night with "hang time" from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Worship in Callahan Auditorium for grades 6-12 begin 30 minutes later from 6:30-7:30 p.m. this fall. Led by our own band
Loose Change Riot (LCR) , Bryan Geer, and our great college interns, our students will worship God and hear talks about
how faith can help meet the challenges of their lives. Following worship, students will have the option of an hour of gym
time from 7:30-8:00 p.m.

Pastor's Bible Study:  Dr. Ken Dunivant will be leading a one-hour Bible study on The Sermons of Jesus in Matthew.
This class will meet every Wednesday evening during the fall from 6:00-7:00 p.m. No pre-registration is needed. Come
any or all nights. Just bring a friend and a Bible and enjoy Ken's excellent Bible teaching.

Disciple Bible Study:  Are you ready for real commitment to Bible study? If so, Disciple Bible study groups are for you.
This fall, FUMCT is beginning 3 Disciple classes. Disciple 1 (led by Jason and Maggie Sgarlata) is a study of the entire
Bible. Disciple 2 (led by Rev. Dan Kilgore) looks a Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Acts. Disciple 4 (led by Candice
Robbins) focuses on the Old Testament writings and the New Testament writings of John.

Faith Lessons: David and Stephenie Justice will be leading a series of short-term Bible studies focusing on the land,
culture, and history surrounding scripture. Each of these new and dynamic series lasts only 5-6 weeks. You may sign up
for each series individually beginning with The Promised Land on September 7.

Other Excellent Short Term Study Options for Adults . Financial Peace University, Ministry by Strengths, The
Seven Pillars of Health, Marriage 101, Fearless, Jo nah: Navigating a Life Interrupted, Becoming More T han a Good
Bible Study Girl, Men's Fraternity: The Search for Authentic Manhood, Youth Parents Together, Singles Together,
Coffee and Conversation, Open Prayer in the Prayer ~ Chapel. Read more about each of these wonderful Wednesday
night small group options in our small group brochure. Please note that some of the groups will begin at 6:00 p.m. and
some will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Details and online registration for adult groups are available at www.fumct.org/grouplink

Make Wednesday Nights Alive! part of your week during this school year! Get started on September 7!



Children’s Ministry

Linda Logston, Director of Children’s Ministry

MISSIONS KICK-OFF “POP PARTY” will be Wednesday. Night, September 7 at 6:00 p.m. Join the excitement
Sign-Up Soon! Wednesday night offers a time for parents and children to serve together in Missions as adult*
Agents” help our children accomplish “Special Missions” for God.

/
First Kids Junior Agents- Even the youngest disciples can learn how to serve others in ‘y’
the world. 3 and 4 year olds participate in service and craft projects to show Christ's qf
love. “Junior Agents” allows our preschoolers an opportunity to grow in faith through
bible-based lessons and fun mission projects.

fumct.org

Mission Possible Kids- The children of FUMCT want to make a difference in the
world. Each Wednesday night Kindergarten - 3rd grade children meet for
Mission Possible Kids to participate in “hands on” missions. Their mission
projects provide help for Tuscaloosa/Northport residents as well as reaching out
to children all over the world.

Souled Out - On Wednesday nights, Souled Out meets for a time of awesome
fellowship, filled with Bible —based learning and serving! As Souled Out “Special
Forces”, our 4th and 5th graders help facilitate mission projects, collect, make, and/
or deliver finished goods to others. Please go to www.fumct.org/missionpossible to
download a children’s missions registration form and children’s ministry medical
form.

CHILDREN’S MISSION GROUPS meet on Wed. nights from 6-7:00 p.m. during the school year.



CHILDREN’S MISSION GROUPS meet on Wed. nights from 6-7:00 p.m. during the school year.

EXTENDED CARE is available from 7-8:00 p.m. for children of adults participating in small group activities.

fumect KWA-KID'SWORSHIP ARTS — New this year to Wednesday Night Alive! Kid’s Worship
Arts is a new program offered to kindergarten through fifth grade children interested in
singing, acting and dancing. KWA teaches kids how to express themselves and their love
for the Lord. Starting Sept. 7, rehearsals will be held Wednesday nights from 7 — 7:30 p.m.
V) in the WOW Sanctuary. KWA kids will share their talents with the congregation and
QDA K T 5 community during seasonal celebrations throughout the year, including a 2011 Christmas
“ Program. Please go to www.fumct.org/firstkidsupdates to download a KWA sign-up form

and take part of this wonderful new children’s ministry!

Children’s Medical Consent Forms - Please take the time to completely fill in a new 2011-12 "Consent to
Medical Treatment" form for your children. These forms are used each year to update the church's computer
records as well as provide a safety net for the children if they are injured and we cannot reach you by phone. If
your child(ren) (3 year old - 5th grade) is planning to attend the Wednesday Night Children's Missions activities
(Souled Out Special Forces, Mission Possible Kids, First Kids Junior Agents), then please complete both sides
of the medical consent form. Medical forms can be downloaded from www.fumct.org/firstkidsupdate.

THIRD GRADERS RECEIVE BIBLES - On Sunday, September 25 our 3rd Graders will receive bibles as gifts
from our church during the 11:00 a.m. Traditions Worship Service. We have scheduled this event in only one
11:00 a.m. service so the class members and teachers can all participate as a class. This will be an event that
the class remembers together for years to come. Bible Blitz will take place from noon —2:00 p.m. The class
will eat pizza then there will be some fun bible activities (like a Bible Scavenger Hunt). Please email Linda
Logston (linda@fumct.org) if you are aware of any other 3rd graders who would like to participate (maybe some
that attended VBS.)



Youth Ministry News

Bryan Geer, Director of Youth Ministry

Discovery was a huge success with over 250 students involved! The weekend started
with a Friday night concert and ice-cream social. The middle school students learned
being rooted leads to a deep relationship with Christ through four sessions over the
weekend led by high school students and Bryan Geer, our student minister The middle
school students got to experience what it means to be “Rooted” in fellowship, discipline,
forgiveness and prayer. Sunday morning worship in the Bridge was led by the Loose
Change Riot Band and Youth Worship Arts. God was truly present in the hearts of
everyone who attended this weekend!

Below are a few pictures from Discovery Weekend!







By Courtney Woodworth, Kenya Mission Team Member

This past June | went on a mission trip to Kitale, Kenya. | teamed
up with a few others from our church and we joined efforts with St.
Mark UMC to travel together to Kenya. Our time in Kitale was spent
with the children on the Challenge Farm, a home for street children.
The Challenge Farm pulls children living in the most unfortunate of
circumstances and gives them a place to live and to grow. Each
child has a different story but all of them are heartbreaking. What
the Challenge Farm does is rescue these children from the streets
and gives them hope and encouragement to overcome their past
and prepare them for their future.

The main objective

of this mission trip,

or so | thought, was
to spread the love of the gospel among these children and their
nation. As our team began to spend time with each of the children
individually they began to open up to us, trusting us with the stories
of their past. With stories like being beaten nearly to death, starving
on the streets, being abandoned, being addicted to glue, you
wouldn’t think it was that same child sitting in front of you. It's when
they begin to share their past with you that you can see the change
that the Lord has made in their life. They are no longer lost souls,
but faithful and joyful children.

During our time in Kenya we taught vacation bible school, did out

reach medical and vet work, ministered to street children in the

local jail, all while experiencing first hand the devastation in Kenya and the corruption of the government. When we
went to the iail there were at least fiftv kids with torn clothina that



local jail, all while experiencing first hand the devastation in Kenya and the corruption of the government. When we
went to the jail, there were at least fifty kids with torn clothing that
had nothing but dirt on them, their sole crime being in poverty. We
prayed with them as they opened up to us and began to share their
stories. Some of these kids have never heard of Jesus, and when
we began to pray over them they started clapping. This was one of
many moments during our trip when we were all just brought to
tears. We ended up rescuing twelve kids from the jail, they were
taken back to Challenge Farm that day. The children on the
Challenge Farm opened up their home with such excitement. They
were told that meant less food, more tight living spaces. They said
bring it on, these are our new brothers and sisters in Christ. |
haven’t heard that from many twelve year olds! What | learned
quickly was that these kids taught me how to be more faithful and
more rooted in my own faith. They worship with no boundaries, they
pray with such an intensity that I've never experienced.

Their love for God and for each other is so deep and inspiring. If
there is one thing that | wish that everyone could experience it
would be to go to Kenya. Go to Kenya for the sole reason to see
God moving in this nation. It will change your life! Several of our
team members who had been to Kitale before used this phrase a lot
before we left for our trip and it was something that | didn’t
necessarily agree with before | went, “I need Africa more than
Africa needs me.” Having been to Africa and back, now I really can
say that. | realized that | left my heart back in Kenya and | really do
need Africa more than Africa needs me. Those kids taught me so
much more than | ever could have thought. One of the little girls on
the farm, her name is Ruth, wrote me a letter and signed it at the
bottom saying, “I love you and will pray for you everyday. | know
you will be back. “

Therefore GO and make disciples of all nations.- Ma  tthew 28:19



OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES

MERRY METHODIST LUNCHEON
Wednesday, September 28
at noon in Chitwood.
Reservations by Monday at noon
prior to luncheon. Bob Green will present a 30
minute program on Medicare fraud and
scams that focus on senior citizens.

Contact Ethelyn Stuhr at 345-7261,
ext. 26 or ekstuhr@fumct.org.

HOLIDAY TRIP-Save the date!
Tuesday-Thursday,
November 29-December 1
for our annual holiday trip to
Mobile and Bellingrath Gardens.

Families Anonymous - "FA"
First United Methodist Church Tuscaloosa
Parker Fireside Room, each Monday, 7:30 p.m.

If you are torn apart by heartbreak of trying to cope with an

alcohol or drug abuser, you are not alone. Though every

persons story is different, the initial heartbreak of confront-

ing this painful situation has been common to us all. We

have felt panic and frustration over a situation clearly be-

yond our control. Through FA we have learned to achieve
our own serenity in spite of the turmoil around us. So can you. Please
join us. If you would like additional information please call Dawn Bryant
(252) 339-5314.

Card Care Team
Cards are on the
receptionist’s desk. Please

pick-up by September 11.

o
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Recreation Ministries News

If you are interested in participating in a soccer program
and forming a team for FUMCT, please contact Linda
Dunn in the Church Activity Center or call 345-7261, ext. 28 or e-mail
[dunn@fumct.org.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

The Congregational Care Ministry stays
busy visiting nursing home/retirement
centers, sending cards, helping at times
of bereavement, valet parking on
Sundays, making up the hospital goodie
bags and arranging the altar flowers to

Many opportunities for fitness and recreation are available for church
members and the community in our CAC. We offer a spacious gym
with group exercise, classes, an indoor walking track, and the Body &
Soul Weight Room (for 18 yrs and up).

Hours of Operation - Track and Body & Soul Weight R oom

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:00 AM — 6:00 PM
Friday 8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
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bags and arranging the altar flowers to
be delivered to shut-ins. There is always
room for you to help. We also have a lay
group who visits the hospital on
Wednesdays.

Our primary need now is people to
arrange and others to deliver flowers on
Mondays and also people to visit nursing
homes and assisted living members. Call
Ethelyn Stuhr at 345-7261, ext. 26 or
email ekstuhr@fumct.org to sign up.

Friday 8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Go to www.fumct.org and look for Recreational Ministries to get a
schedule of our FREE classes each month. We offer classes of Senior
Fitness, ZUMBA, Yoga, Step & Sculpt, Interval Training, STEP
ATTACK, and Total Body Conditioning. Childcare is offered for some
classes. We have a special 5:30 p.m. class each Wednesday Night
Alive! For your body, mind, and spirit! Please come and join us! For
more information contact Linda Dunn (345-7261 Ext. 28) or
[dunn@fumct.org.

Singles Ministry

Singles Together meets in Parker Fire-
side Room on Wednesday evenings from
6-7:00 p.m. Singles range in age from
late 30's to 70's. We are not a "fix-up"
group. We have discussions about rela-
tionships, red-flags, stress, being happy
as a single, and many other every day
life things that you can take out into the
world. After the meetings, we all go out
to dinner "somewhere" together. Join us
any Wednesday. You are always wel-
come! If you want to be added to our
weekly newsletter or would like more
information, please contact Dennis
Harkey at dennis.harkey@me.com.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The General Meeting for the UMW will be held on Monday, September 19 at
10:00 a.m. in the Lee Classroom. The program is Education and Interpretation
Mission Area and our speakers, Lauren Long and Laura Wood, are from Teen
Moms (An arm of Youth for Christ). A light lunch following the program will be
provided by Celebration, God’s Grits and Sisters of Grace Circles. Come and
learn how we can be in mission to our next generation! Child care available by
reservation by Thursday, September 15. Please call Margaret Smith (556-5793)
for reservations. All women of the church are invited!

After Hours Emergency Phone

We have a cell phone for after-hour emergencies. The number is 886-
7177. Please keep this number for emergency use only to contact the
on-call pastor at nights or on weekends. Leave your name, phone number and
a short message and we will return the call in a timely manner. Thank you.

Bridge Worship Series: ADDICTIONS — Begins Septembe r 25. If you are in
recovery and are willing to share your story, please email Rev. Mary Bendall at
mary@fumct.org.
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Something New at FUMCT
What is a New Member Mentor?

There are 30 members of First United Methodist Church who have
recently been trained to offer radical hospitality to new members who
join our church. They'll be serving as new member "mentors." They'll
call our new members, offer to meet with them, share information
about our church, and help our new members find a place to connect
with the ministries here at FUMCT. Our church is large, and it can be
hard to know where to start when you are new. We thank these
people for going the extra mile in showing hospitality. If you are new
and still need help finding your place, contact Chere Flanagan at 345-
7261, ext. 17. If you've been around a while and would like to serve
as a mentor, call the same number.

THANK YOU, FUMCT!

| wanted to let all of you know how much |
appreciate your donations of paper, pencils,
tissue, and hand wipes. It means so much
especially since money is now so very
tight. In the library | don't get supplies from
the students, but beg from the teachers. The most important thing is
to know you thought of us and are praying for us. Thanks again for
the boost you gave to the start of my school year!
Susan Dickey
Librarian
Walker Elementary

NEW LIFE SKILLS CLASSES BEGINNING

How i< “Youir Wav of Doina | ife” workina for vou? Tired of knowina

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Join us for Dinner in Chitwood Hall from
5:00-6:40 p.m. Menus are available at
www.fumct.org/wednesday

Wednesday Nights Alive!
For Children and Youth at FUMCT

Preschool- Infants-4 years:

5:30-6:00 Drop Off Children in their regular Sunday
school classrooms

6:00-7:00 First Kids Junior Agents in Mission
Music, Bible Time, Playground

Parents, pick children up from same classroom.
(Extended care available for children whose parents
are in programs that extend beyond 7pm.)

Kindergarten-3rd Grade:

5:30-6:00 Pre-Activity Childcare in Room 210
6:00-7:00 Mission Possible Kids - Room 206.
7:00-7:30 Kid's Worship Arts in W.O.W. Room.
(Extended care available for children who choose not
to participate in KWA whose parents are in programs
that extend beyond 7pm.)
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How is “Your Way of Doing Life” working for you? Tired of knowing
"What's Wrong" and no one being able to tell you how to "Fix It"? Did
you know there is a "How To" course available? It's Life Skills of
Alabama's "Learning to Live, Learning to Love." The program covers:
Healthy and Lasting Relationships; Defining and Identifying Abuse;
Conflict Resolution/Anger Management; Childhood Wounds;
Depression; Anxiety; Forgiveness; Guilt and Shame; Reactive
Lifestyles; Developing Trust; Communications; Self-Esteem; And So
Much More! Life Skills Can Help! There are two new Life Skills classes
beginning at FUMCT on Thursday evening, September 8, from 6-9 pm.
For more information or to register, visit wwwifumct.org/grouplink. You
are invited to come to the first class free to learn more about Life Skills.

Now is the time to join a small group at FUMCT.
There are many wonderful options this fall. Visit

www.fumct.org/grouplink __and find your place today.

(STATISTICS continued from page 7)

In Thanksgiving for the Life of:
In thanksgiving for his life-Conrad Wesselhoeft, Jr .-July 24, 2011.

In thanksgiving for her life-Louise Tabb Harden- July 17, 2011. Sympathy to
sons, John (Faye) and David (Marion) Harden.

In thanksgiving for his life-John H. Wilson —July 13, 2011. Sympathy to his
daughter, Carole (Mike) Criswell.

that extend beyond 7pm.)

Grades 4-5:

5:45-7:00 Souled Out 4th, 5th (and 6th by choice)
grades in Souled Out Room

7:00-7:30 Kid's Worship Arts in W.O.W. Room.
(Extended care available for children who choose not
to participate in KWA whose parents are in programs
that extend beyond 7pm.)

Alliance Student Ministry- 6th-12th Grades:
5:00 Dinner in Chitwood Hall

5:30 Game room opens

6:30-7:30 Worship and Programs for Youth.
8:00 Gym closes. Everyone must be picked up.

Wednesday Nights Alive! for Adults
5:30-6:30 Body Shaping in the CAC
6:00-7:00 Pastor's Bible Study
6:00-7:00 Singles Together
6:00-7:00 Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Other Adult Small Groups:

Some Begin at 6:00 pm
Some Begin at 6:30 pm
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Visit www.fumct.org/grouplink __ for more informa-
tion and to register for any of these adult groups
online. Call Chere Flanagan at 345-7261, ext 17 if
you have guestions.




STATISTICS

ATTENDANCE
07/10/11 07/17/11 07/24/11 07/31/11 08/07/11 08/14/11 08/21/11

Traditions &

Bridge Worship 904 776 759 809 782 1,224 941
wow 29 39 31 35 31 32 37
Adult SS 258 208 230 252 259 279 247
k-5th Grades SS 48 44 44 39 48 80 69
Nursery SS 39 43 40 35 45 63 48
Youth Wed. Night 73 31 n/a 33 61 97 107
Youth SS 13 31 41 43 43 264 54

FINANCIAL REPORT

07/10/11 07/17/11 07/24/11 07/31/11 08/07/11 08/14/11 08/21/11

Operating Budget $40,288.50 $37,965.06 $34,800.59 $37,548.65 $30,368.94 $58,653.97 $20,477.16

Building Budget $ 855.00 $ 199.00 $ 109.00 $ 2,087.00 $ 285.00 $ 1,657.00 $ 251.50

Designated Giving $ 5,216.00 $ 960.00 $ 702.54 $ 8,449.96 $10,398.50 $ 3,012.54 $ 6,635.89
Sympathy We Celebrate the Births of:

Sympathy to Ali (Dan) Lindsey in the loss of her grandfather,
Gerald Martin of Arkansas.

Sympathy to Jim (Peggy) Ford in the death of his brother, Joe
Ford of Pensacola, FL.

Sympathy to Abra Rosen (Pressly Albritton)  in the death of
her grandmother, Geraldine Hansen of Minnesota.

Sympathy to Claire (John) Brock in the death of her uncles,
John Reynolds and Clyde Bradley “Bo” Barton of Marion.

Svymnathy ta Carnline 1 Strawhridrneae in the AdAeath Af har

Garrett Grace Waid-July 12, 2011 -Daughter of Ashley &
Landon Waid.

Oliver Massey Guy-July 28, 2011 -Son of Leslie & Connor
Gu&/, grandson of Ellen and Mike Black & Becky & Wayne Guy,
and great-grandson of Mary and Max Morton.

Adam Ethridge-July 25, 2011 -Son of Kim and Curt Ethridge.

XViIIiam Everett Avant-July 27, 2011 -Son of Lydia & Michael
vant.
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Sympathy to Caroline J. Strawbridge in the death of her
grandfather, Alto Loftin Jackson, Sr. of Clio, AL.

Sympathy to George (Gladys) Miljus in the death of his sister,
Mildred Miljus of PA.

Sympathy to Robin Collins (Nick Limbaugh) and sons, Ben-
nett, Joe, and Graham Limbaugh in the death of her grand-
mother, Viola Hollyhand Strickland of Tuscaloosa.

Sympathy to Peggy (Charles) Thigpen in the death of her
mother, Elizabeth Rudder Whittington of Toxey. She was also
the grandmother of Chris (Amly) Thigpen and great-
grandmother of Conner, Charlie, John and Andrew.

Sympathy to Miriam Thomas in the death of her daughter,
Carol Saftner of Pittsburg.

Sympathy to Melanie (Claude) Edwards in the death of her
father, Wilton Gay of Tuscaloosa. He was also the grandfather
of Riley and Molly.

Sympathy to Claire (John) Brock Sympathy to Jamie (Matt)
Barg?tt in the death of her grandmother, Rosemary Foster of
Mobile.

Sympathy to Dr. Alex (Donna) Lushington and their chil-
dren, Alex and Martha, in the death of his mother, Gloria
“Patsy” Lushington of Bessemer.

Sympathy to David Hill in the death of his former father-in-law
and Rachel, April & Cheryl Hil |in the death of their grandfa-
ther, Earnest Bedford Marlow of Tuscaloosa.

Sympathy to Carole (Steve) Smith in the death of her mother,
Jane Shuford of Greenwood SC. She was also the grand-
mother of Stephen and Leigh Anna Smith.

Sympathy to Preston (Charlie) Adair in the death of her
mother, Trish Steel of Chattanooga.

Cael Ryder Renton- June 24, 2011 -Son of Hollie & David Ren-
ton, grandson of Henry Pope.

Juliet Lynn Donald-June 21, 2011 -Daughter of Keith & Keri
Donald, granddaughter of Aldis & Bill Donald.

Clayton Maxwell Minges-August 3, 2011 -Son of Danah &
Marcus Minges, Grandson of Billy & Connie Minges, Great-
grandson of Emma Lee Senna.

Mason Lawrence Davidson- August 15, 2011-Son of Hagan &
Jonathan Davidson, Grandson of Tami Park, Great grandson of
DeDe & Knute Christian.

Hudson Graham Barnes -August 15, 2011-Son of Casey &
Bradley Barnes.

Infant Baptism
John Cole Larisey , son of Walt and Amber Larisey.
Colt Patrick Maxson , son of Josh and Jana Maxson.
Harmon Charles Smith , son of Amy and Justin Smith.

I%arli Elizabeth Matthews, daughter of Charli & Carter Mat-
thews.

Welcome New Members
Michael Wright & Lindsey Mendiola.

Cassie & Will McCafferty and children, Grayson Michael &
Audrey Faith McCafferty were baptized.

(STATISTICS continued on page 6)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Sunday 11:00 a.m. Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on The Connecting Point is published monthly by FUMCT, 800
WACT 1420 AM. Tapes/CD's of Traditions & DVDs of The Bridge are Greensboro Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401  (205) 345-
7261 www.fumct.org Editor: Glenda Kilgore

available in the office. Contact Jean at 345-7261, Ext. 10 for more glenda@fumct.org. Deadline for copy: The 15th of each month

information. You may also listen to sermons by going to our website is the deadline for the following month’s publication. Submissions
www.fumct.org. Click “Attender” and click on “listen to a sermon.” Per- can be sent to Glenda Kilgore at glenda@fumct.org or may be
ceptions® radio messages may be heard Monday through Friday be- submitted in writing and placed in the Connecting Point box in

tween 7:30 and 7:50 a.m. on WZBQ-FM (105.9) or WTXT-FM (94.1) the church office.

Strenaths & The Five Practices:




Strengths & The Five Practices:
Why Your Abilities Matter

By Rev. Mary Bendall, Associate Pastor

We believe that every person needs a place to belong and a job to do for the
kingdom of God. Beginning Wednesday, September 14, we will offer our 15"
session of Ministry by Strengths. Ministry by Strengths is a six week class that
meets on Wednesday nights and focuses on discovering how each person is
uniquely gifted by God. Based upon the best-selling book from the Gallup Or-
ganization, Now Discover Your Strengths, this class will give you access to the
online StrengthsFinder assessment tool. The class will then provide you with
information on how your unique strengths and abilities function and how you can
use them in your life.

Ministry by Strengths is a class that facilitates in the congregation “intentional
faith-development” and “risk-taking mission and service”. These two practices
are where the rubber meets the road in terms of how we put our faith into action
— how we produce fruit (John 15:16). Choosing to discover your God-given
strengths is part of intentionally developing your faith and growing in your faith.
When you know your unigue strengths you are better equipped to serve and
reach out to others. The more you know about how you are wired the more you
are freed to serve to passion and joy!

If you've been considering taking the Ministry by S trengths class now is
the time! Class limited to twenty participants. Sig n up at www.fumct.org




